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CIPRIAN NICOLAE RADAVOI, doctor of Law, Lecturer in Law at the University of
International Business and Economics, Beijing. The author’s research is focused on corporate
social responsibility and environmental justice, with publications in journals and books in China
and United Kingdom. His approach is always multidisciplinary, as a reflection of his multiple
professional backgrounds (human rights lawyer, diplomat, journalist).

ANDREEA-PAULA IBANESCU holds a PhD in International Relations at ‘Babes-Bolyai’
University of Cluj-Napoca (2013), her thesis being a ‘Comparative Study on the Geopolitical Statute
of Iran and Turkey in the post-Cold War Era. Focus on the Caucasus and Central Asia’. She is
currently a researcher at the Middle East Political and Economic Institute of Bucharest and her late
articles are centered around energy corridors and geo-strategic perspectives engaging Iran and
Turkey, but also interdisciplinary approaches to the Caucasus, Central Asia and the Middle East,
with emphasis on foreign affairs, geopolitical axes, explorative game theory and scenarios.

SANDA CINCA is a scientific researcher at the Institute of Political Sciences and International
Relations within the Romanian Academy and a PhD candidate in sociology at the University of
Bucharest. Her research priorities include security studies, the Common Foreign Security Policy
and the Common Security and Defence Policy of the EU, as well as Romania’s political history.
She is co-author of several articles and studies published in books, among which the most recent
are Democracy and Security in the 215! Century: Perspectives on a Changing World (2014),
Institutions, International Organisations and Romania (two volumes, 2013), The EU after the
Lisbon Treaty (2012), International Relations Reflected in Romania’s Parliament Debates (two
volumes, 2011, 2012).

LUCIAN-STEFAN DUMITRESCU has been working for the Institute of Sociology of the
Romanian Academy for six years. Scientific researcher at Institute of Political Sciences and
International Relations. He has been involved in fundamental research programmes regarding the
social problems that a still backward rural area needs to grapple with. He has a PhD in Sociology
from Faculty of Sociology, University of Bucharest; PhD candidate in political philosophy at the
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest; associate lecturer at the Faculty of Sociology,
University of Bucharest, where he teaches classes on history of sociology, political sociology,
societal security, international relations etc. He is also involved with The Department-UNESCO
Chair in Inter-cultural and Inter-religious Exchanges at the University of Bucharest, where he
delivers classes on Sociology of European Culture and Globalization and European Cultural Identity.
Areas of interest: history of sociology, social history, political sociology, sociology of culture,
security studies.

MIRIAM CIHODARIU is an all-but-dissertation PhD candidate in Sociology at the University
of Bucharest and a PhD candidate in Anthropology at the Johannes Gutenberg University in
Mainz. She has experience as a teaching assistant and as a junior researcher in various groups
conducting medium and small-scale researches and field trips, as well as doing field research on
her own, employing various qualitative methods (interviews with various degrees of limitations,
focus groups, observation and participative observation, photo elicitation, mental maps and
narrative mental maps etc). Her areas of interest are urban anthropology and the anthropology of
policy, postmodern scholar thought, the systems of meaning in everyday life, postmodern mythology,
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the lore and narratives of virtual worlds and the internet community, medieval festivals and reenactment
activities through a ethnographic and narrative research lens, geopolitics and international
relations and last, but not least, death and the policies and cultural meanings dealing with it.

ION GOIAN, PhD, scientific researcher within the Institute of Political Sciences and International
Relations, coordinator of the Political Sciences Department, Associate Professor at the “Ovidius”
University, Constanta. Author of the books (selective): Between Geopolitics and Utopia (2013),
From Polis to the Ontology of the Politics (2001), Leo Strauss: The Art of Writing, Lecture Itineraries
(2005), Machiavelli The Enigmatic One (2008), Machiavelli an Annotated Biography (2009), Polis
and Political Philosophy (2009), Between Geopolitics and Utopia (2013) and the coordinator of
the Encyclopedia of the Fundamental Works of the Political Philosophy, vol. 1-3.

HENRIETA SERBAN, PhD degree from the Romanian Academy; scientific researcher at the
Institute of Political Science and International Relations of the Romanian Academy, and the
Institute of Philosophy and Psychology “Constantin Radulescu-Motru” of the Romanian Academy,
Bucharest, Romania; correspondent member of the Academy of Romanian Scientists. She has
lectured at the Catholic University of Brussels and at Loughborough University. Authored books:
“The Political Language in Democracy”, 2006; “The Paradigms of Difference in the Philosophy
of Communication. Modernism and Postmodernism”, 2007; “Mapping Marginality” (with Viorella
Manolache), 2010; “Reforming Ideologies”, 2010 and editor (with Lut Lams and Geert Crauwels)
of the volume “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Discourses. A Global and Timeless Phenomenon? ”,
Peter Lang Publishers, 2013.

MARIA-ANA TUPAN, PhD degree, Habilitated Professor of Bucharest University. She was
affiliated with Penn State University as Senior Fulbright Grantee in 1994-5. Member of the
Romanian Writers” Union and of several academic societies (EFACIS, Die Gesellschaft fur
Fantastikforschung, Flann O’Brien Society). Author of 17 books, and of a considerable number of book
chapters and articles in the fields of literary history and theory, comparative literature, genre theory,
discourse analysis, and cultural studies. The list of her publishers include Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, Publishing House of the Romanian Academy, Universititsverlag Winter (Heidelberg),
Bucharest University Press.

ANA MARIA NEGOITA, PhD in Art History at CESI — University of Bucharest, specialized
in Islamic architecture during Middle Age. She has a degree in art history at “The National University
of Art* of Bucharest, also a Master degree in the same field. Her studies include scholarship in
Islamic art PhD program at the Department of Oriental Studies, University “La Sapienza” — Rome.

GIORGIO BARUCHELLO, Professor of Philosophy at the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences of the University of Akureyri, Iceland. He read philosophy in Genoa and Reykjavik,
Iceland, and obtained a PhD in philosophy from the University of Guelph, Canada. His publications
encompass several different areas, including socio-political philosophy, theory of value and philosophy
of science. Since 2005 he edits Nordicum-Mediterraneum (http://nome.unak.is), Iceland’s scholarly
journal in Nordic and Mediterranean studies.

VIORELLA MANOLACHE, scientific researcher III, PhD, Institute of Political Sciences
and International Relations, Romanian Academy, Bucharest, Romania. Author of numerous
articles, studies, coordinator of 3 collective international volumes and of 10 authored books — the
latest ones being: “Repere teoretice in biopolitica” — “Theoretical Approaches in Biopolitics ™
ISPRI Publishing House, Bucharest, 2013 and “Signs and Designs of the Virtual(izing) E@ST”,
LAP, Lambert Academic Publishing, Germany, 2013. Member of several scientific Societies and
Associations and of several national and international journals and reviews (peer-reviewer and
board member).

IAN BROWNE, studied at Churchill College, University of Cambridge and at St Andrews
University, Scotland. Current research interests include Aristotelian ethics, political philosophy
and anti-realist semantics.



